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What is Claimed is : 

An interactive program guide system in 
which an interactive program guide is implemented on 
user multi-media equipment of a user for displaying 
programming fVr a plurality of channels on the user 
equipment, wherein each channel carries primarily one 
of a plurality oft media types, the interactive program 
guide system comprising: 

means for supplying information on the 
media types that arey associated with each of the 
channels ; 

means \or providing the user with the 
option of designating fi^vorite channels; 

means foA designating a preferred media 
type which reflects the user's interests; and 

means for providing the user with the 
option of channel selection (constrained to the favorite 
channels of the preferred mednSa type . 



2. The interactive program guide system 
defined in claim 1, wheiein the means for designating 
the preferred media t^ypJp-eomprises means for 
designating the pref e^r^rfmedia type as the media type 
of the channel currently) displayed on the user 
equipment , 



The interactive program guide system 
defined in 60_aim 1, wherein the means for designating 
the pref erred\riedia type comprises means for 
designating the\referred media type as the media type 
associated with a j^r ogram guide feature selected by the 
a user. 
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4. The interactive program guide system 
defined in claim 1, further comprising: 

lying program listings data to 
guide, wherein the means for 
the option of channel selection 
constrained to the favorite channels of the preferred 
media type comprises meajns for displaying a selection 
list of program listings! data wherein only program 
listings for favorite channels of the preferred media 
type are displayed. 



means for supp 
the interactive program 
providing the user with 



5. The interactive program guide system 
defined in claim 1, furtner comprising: 

means for suppljying program listings data to 
the interactive program guide, wherein the means for 
providing the user with >^f^e option of channel selection 
constrained to the favprijie channels of the preferred 
media type comprises m&rfri33\for displaying a selection 



list of program listin 
is from the selection list, 
channels of the preferred 



ta wherein channel selection 
is constrained to favorite 
media type. 



6. The interactive program guide system 
defined in claim 1, wherein the means for providing the 
user with the option of channel selection constrained 
to the favorite channels or the preferred media type 
comprises means for displaying on the user equipment 
the next favorite channel qf the preferred media type. 



7 . The interact 
defined in claim 1/ further 



j_ve program guide system 
comprising : 
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means for suppl /ing program listings data to 
the interactive program guide, wherein the means for 
providing the user with the option of channel selection 
constrained to the favorite channels of the preferred 
media type comprises means for displaying a selected 
channel on the user equipment and means for displaying 
program listings data for a favorite channel of the 
preferred media type. 



8. The inter 
defined in claim 1, wher 
from the group consistin 
audio media, games med 
demand media . 



9. The inter 
defined in claim 1, wher 
as a subset of the group 
media, digital audio med 
and video-on-demand medik 



ajctive program guide system 
elin the media type is selected 
of television media, digital 
data media, and video-on- 



ing r 



ctive program guide system 
in the media type is selected 
consisting of television 
a, games media, data media, 



10. The inter 
defined in claim 1, furt 

means for 
user in a preference pro 



active program guide system 
her comprising: 

storing favorite channels of a 
file. 



A system comprising: 

multi-media equipment that receives a 
plurality of channels, wherein each channel carries 
primarily one of^a plurality of media types; 
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a user control device with which the 
Vuser issues a command when it is desired to access a 
lannel; and 

an interactive program guide configured 
to r^peive information on the media types that are 
associated with each of the channels, to provide the 
user witfivthe option of designating favorite channels; 
to designate a preferred media type corresponding to 
the media typ>e of channel to which the tuner is tuned; 
and to provides, the user with the option of channel 
selection constrained to the favorite channels of the 
preferred media tyjae . 



12. The system 



defined in claim 11, wherein 



the interactive program guide is configured to receive 
program listings data and to display a selection list 
of program listings data wherein only program listings 
for favorite channels of i;he preferred media type are 
displayed on the multi-media equipment. 



13. The system {defined in claim 11, wherein 
the interactive program a^m^e is configured to receive 
program listings data and t6 display a selection list 
of program listings dat^/wileijein channel selection from 
the selection list is cdn^fained to favorite channels 
of the preferred media t; 



14. The system defined in claim 11, wherein 
the interactive program guide is configured to display 
the next favorite channel ofl the preferred media type 
upon receiving the command fjrom the user control device 
to select a channel. 



r 

# 



- 30 - 




15. The system defined in claim 11, wherein 
the program guide is configured to receive program 
listings data and to display a selected channel and a 
selection list of progran listings data wherein program 
listings data of a favorite channel of the preferred 
media type on the multi- nedia equipment. 



16. The syst 
the media type is sele 
television media, digit 
data media, and video-p 




17. The sys 
the media type is selec 
consisting of television 
games media, data media, 



18. The syst 
the interactive program 
favorite channels of a 



efn defined in claim 11, wherein 
ct|ed from the group consisting of 
audio media, games media, 
demand media. 

) 

defined in claim 11, wherein 
t|ed as a subset of the group 
media, digital audio media, 
and video-on-demand media. 



epn defined in claim 11, wherein 
guide is configured to store 
er in a preference profile. 



us 



19. A method for accessing channels in an 
interactive program guide system implemented on user 
multi-media\^quipment of a user for displaying 
programming ofi a plurality of user-selectable channels 
on the user equipment, wherein each channel carries 
primarily one of plurality of media types, the method 
comprising : 

supplying information on the media types 
that are associated witK each of the channels; 

providing the user with the option of 
designating of favorite channels; 



t 
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designating a preferred media type which 
reflects the user's interests; and 

providing the user with the option of 
selecting channels such that channel selection is 
constrained to favorite channels of the preferred media 
type. 

20. The method Refined in claim 19, wherein 
designating the preferred media type comprises 
designating the preferred nedia type as the media type 



of the currently displayed 



channel 



21. The method defined in claim 19, further 
comprising : \ 

supplying program listings data to the 
interactive program guide, Wherein providing the user 
with the option of selecting channels such that channel 
selection is constrained to favorite channels of the 
preferred media type compri^^ displaying a selection 
list of program listings d^^-wkerein only program 
listings for favorite channels jof the preferred media 
type are displayed. 



22. The method de 
comprising : 

supplying pro 
interactive program guide, 
with the option of selecting 
selection is constrained to 
preferred media type compris 
list of program listings dat 



fined in claim 19, further 



gram listings data to the 
therein providing the user 
channels such that channel 
favorite channels of the 
es displaying a selection 
a wherein channel selection 
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from the selection listJ is constrained to favorite 
channels of the preferred media type. 



thod 



23. The me 
providing the user wit 
channels such that chafrne 
favorite channels of t 
displaying on the user 
channel of the pre f err 



defined in claim 19, wherein 
the option of selecting 
1 selection is constrained to 
le preferred media type comprises 
equipment the next favorite 
d media type. 



24. The method defined in claim 19, further 
comprising: 

supplying program listings data to the 
interactive program gujde, wherein providing the user 
with the option of selecting channels such that channel 
selection is constraiyQ^d>vto favorite channels of the 
preferred media typeTcotoprises displaying a selected 
channel on the user 4-^uipment and displaying program 



listings data for a fav 
media type. 



i>rite channel of the preferred 



25. The me 
the media type is select: 
television media, digitc. 
data media, and video-or 



26. The me 
the media type is select 
consisting of television 
games media, data media, 



thc})d defined in claim 19, wherein 
ed from the group consisting of 
1 audio media, games media, 
-demand media. 



thdd defined in claim 19, wherein 
ed as a subset of the group 
media, digital audio media, 
and video-on-demand media. 



# 
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27. The me thocj^p fined in claim 19, further 
comprising: 

storing f^re/5rite channels of a user in a 
pj^e^^rence profile*. 



,28. A method for accessing channels in an 
interface implemented on user multi-media equipment of 
a user for displaying programming on a plurality of 
user-selectablev channels on the user equipment, wherein 
each channel carrsLes primarily oke of a plurality of 
media types, the method comprising: 

identifying the media types that are 
associated with each or^the channels; 

identifyirkj user-designated favorite 

channels ; 

designating a Referred media type which 
reflects the user's interests; a^id 

providing the userN^ith the option of 
selecting channels such that channel\selection is 
constrained to favorite channels of theN^ref erred media 
type, 



